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Steppin’ Out Dance, Music at GES

by Mimi Noorani

Greenbelt Elementary students
have moved, grooved, acted and
sung to curricula provided by
professional performance artisis
this past academic vear. Three
artists in residence helped inte-
grate drama, African dance and
Latin American music for both
school-wide assemblies and class-
room activities with individual
studenis.

Increasing aris opporiunities
has been a goal of the school
and the PTA. In addition to
residencies with professional art-
ists, teacher trainings and existing
music and visual arts programs,
there have been art-oriented held
trips to the Community Center,
after-school ari classes, more aris
supplies and a concerted cffort
to host opportunities for teach-
ers 1o bring more aris into their
classrooms.

“I know that I worked harder
o include opporiunities for stu-
dents o express themselves artis-
tically more often this vear than
in years when it wasn’t a focus,”
said sixth grade reading teacher
Beth Novick. “During the vear,
I have seen increased ability and
interest in arts such as drawing,
designing, singing, drama — all
things that can be integrated into
reading/language arts with a hittle
effort. As a result, kids created
more clever and creative projects.
For me. it made teaching more
fun. For students it made learn-
ing more meaningful.”

During fall 2000 drama teacher
and author Lenore Blank Kelner
conducted iraining for all teachers
and worked with classes in first,
third and fifth grades on tech-
niques for using drama to portray
characters in stories and enhance
the interpretation of literature,
Students were invited 1o get out
of their seats and use their bodies
and voices 1o show their under-
standing of the characters in the
stories being read.

This spring Latin American
musicians Cecilia Esquivel and
Dani Cortaza held multiple ses-
sions with each kindergarten class
o familiarize students with the
traditional instruments and music
of native, Spanish and Porlugese
peoples in Latin America, as well
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Vocalist Cecilia Esquivel and Guitarist Dani Cortaza lead kinder-
garteners on # musical journey through Latin America,

as with the region’s geography,
languages and stories.

The entire school atiended
a Latin music performance by
Esquivel’s band Cantare, where
members of the group also took
time to speak with several of
the Latin American students al
Greenbelt.

Also this spring members of
the professional dance group
DishiBem, a contemporary and
traditional West African dance
company, worked with second,
fourth, and sixth grade students
and teachers on dances and cul-
tures of Africa. DishiBem’s
work culminated in a school-wide
assembly on May 19 featuring
student performances.

African Dances

Second graders worked dili-
gently with principal DishiBem
dancer Deidre Dawkins, learning
regional African dances and the
storics behind them, particularly
those from Mali and Guinea.
During the assembly, each sec-
ond grade class performed a
separate dance, sharing the stage
with Dawkins. The students
complemented Dawkins nicely
with their dancing as well as
their enthusiastic and joyful ex-
pressions.

Fourth and sixth graders
worked with DishiBem's Kwame
Opare. whose resume credits
include off-Broadway’s Stomp.
For the assembly, Kwame ar-
ranged his 160 students into in-
tersecting lines.

His piece, inspired by a South
African miner’s gumboot dance,

Second graders perform their moves to fellow students led by DishiBem dancer Deidre Dawkins.

wias an interweaving of his call-
ings, clappings and footwork
patterns echoed by intricate clap-
pings and footwork of the 160
students. The effectively unified
rhythms became music in itself
and the picce culminated with
a group of fourth graders sing-
ing a melodic African song that
was complemented by percussive
slepping.

Music teacher Dara Case
plaved a leading role in coordi-
nating the residencies. “In addi-
tion to providing performing arts
opportunities at the school, we
looked for these residencies to
provide rich cultural experiences
and encourage learning by move-
ment,” said Case.

“1 found it delightful to see
so many ol the students perfonm-
ing ai an assembly. Students,
like anyone, can be a bil anx-
ious about performing but they
seemed really proud of their work
and did a great job.”

Performing arts residencies
and assemblies have been made
possible by support from the
Maryland State Arts Council,
the Prince George's Ans Coun-
cil, the Washington Performing
Arts Society and the Greenbelt
Elemeniary PTA, The PTA also
has received additional funding
from the Greenbelt Advisory
Commitiee en Education and the
Greenbeli Community Founda-
tion to support arts-integrated
learning.

Mimi Noovani is president of

the CGreenbelt Elementary School
PTA.
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Those pictured (left to right)
are Charles Tompkins, Dora
Hamm, Kimberly Seidel
(Principal), Linda Edwards
and Lyn Doyle (separate
photo).

GES Volunteers Honored

Greenbelt Elementary School added four names of volunicers
to its recognition plaques at the annual Volumteer Appreciation
Breakfast on May 21. The honorees have supporied the school
on a frequent basis over several vears,
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Saving American Shad

by Beatriz Jose. 4th grade

My name is Beairiz Jose, |
am a fourth grader at Greenbell
Elementary School. My class-
mates and [ raised shad cggs.
We released them m April at the
Old Port of Bladensburg.

Shad eggs are tiny when they
arg babies. When they are adults,
they are huge. Baby shad fish
eai only their own egg sacs.
We did this experiment because
shad are endangered and 1o save
their species. In 1980 they were
almost extinct because of pollu-
tion. When shad are fully grown,
they swim back to where they
were hatched and raise their eggs
there. They live in Maryland
rivers, swim {o the Chesapeake
Bay and finally into the Atlantic
Ocean.

Before the shad arrived. we
were really excited, although
we had to do a bunch of work.
Teachers were strict but 1 do
not blame them. Of course, we
were saving the species in our
classroom.

The day the shad arrived, we
were surprised! They looked so

cute. Their eyes and body were
so tiny, Now, we had 1o work
really hard. I shad do not have
the right things and they are not
healthy, they die.

Setting the shad free was so
fun and at the same time sad. A
lot of them were alive. We rode
there on a bus. When we sel
them free, we each had a shad
fish inside a cup. We counted
to three and shouted, “Good-bye
Shad!™

I guess all of the hard work
paid off. We worked together,
we had fun and it was an awe-
some experience!

Editor’s Note: Jose’s article
was submitted by Greenbelt El-
ementary School fourth grade
teacher Molly Simms, who writes
her “students were involved in an
dawesome project o increase the
declming shad population in our
important sireams, rivers, Bay
and ocean. As a class assign-
ment, students wrole newspaper
articles explaining the project.
My students selected this article
as the best one.”

ASG Offers Talk on Astrolabes

On Thursday, June 24 a 7:30
p.m. the Astronomical Society of
Greenbelt (ASG) meeting will fea-
ture a talk by Dr. Harold Williams
about “Astrolabes through Dark
Ages to Present Dark Matter.”

Williams is the director of the
Montgomery College planetarium
and teaches astronomy and phys-
ics courses at several area col-
leges. A native of Florida, he

received his bachelor of science
from Florida State University, his
master of science degree from the
State University of New York at
Stony Brook and his PLh.D. from
Louisiana State University,

The meeting will be held in
Room 103 of the Greenbelt Com-
mumnity Center, 15 Crescemt Road,
All are welcome:; the event is
free.



